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THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PA TENT. 
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If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your 
current SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is changed, pay twice the amount of the 
FEE DUE shown above and notify the Patent and 
Trademark Office of the change in status, or 

B. If the status is the same, pay the FEE DUE shown 
' above. 
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A. Pay FEE DUE shown above, of 



B. File verified statement of Small Entity Status before,. or with, 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .3 12. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Amy 
Rinaldo on 03-13-00. 



The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 2, line 4, after "therein; ," insert ^said rod receiving means having a top portionp - 




| — ■ 

^In line 7, after "insert," add ^said internal portion having a wall substantially perpendicular to 

said top portion, and said rod receiving means having a bottom portion extending into said 

internal portion^: 



^ In claim 6, line 2, between "member" and "including," insert ^fiaving a top portion and a 



(2* bottom portion-j-. In line 8, after "condition," add -y/said top portion forming a surface" 
substantially perpendicular to a surface of said internal portiom 

In claim 8, lines^3-aria - 3rbetween "a" and "body member," insert —top portion of a--. In 



line 4, delete "and," and insert ^ wherein the seat portion extends into the recess of the body 
member; disposing a compressible insert into a recess in a bottom portion of the body member;-- 



In line 6, replace "the insert" with —an insert- 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Julian W. Woo whose telephone number is (703) 308-0421. The examiner 
can normally be reached Mon.-Fri., 7:00 AM to 3:30 PM Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Michael Buiz, can be reached at (703) 308-0871 . 

General inquiries relating to the status of this application should be directed to the Group 
receptionist at (703)308-0858. The FAX number is (703)305-3579. 
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